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which the r«re»t« are evolved. Tbi» 
line " aad tip*, with silver every 
mountain'^: head," is exceedingly in- 
correct. The moon aflfords no, light 
sufficieni for this purpose. Every 
persoft ni*y satisfy himself, by obr 
servation, on this point. The rieirig 
or setting-sun tips thehiUs and moi>n- 
tains with gold, but the utmost H:;!^ 
of the moon merely serves to dis- 
cover these large anj distant objects 
to the observer'* eye. The line, " a 
flood of gl«(y btirsts fie<n all tlia 
fikief/' t« very ponifo, thoogb it does 
not exactly convey the tneanii^ of 
the-orisinal- And, in truth, J have 
often thought that the firmament ap- 
pears in oaoch greater glory in a 
clear frosty nighty in winter, when 
all the heaven is in a glow, than 
when the moon's eti'ulgence cathies 
coontless sta«s to " bide their di» 
miuished heads." 

Upon the wholPt it may boob- 
served, that beautiful, versification 
will not atone for incorrectness in 
giving an author's meai>ingi and stiil 
)es!> for the. intiudnctiofi of imag«r-y 
inconsistent with nature. 

Criticds. 
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"VTANY are the useful arts and 
important disco«eries which jn- 
geniou& men have invented, and 
great taletits improved : but there 
are none of more tnilit^ than the art 
of printing. Tu shew the benefits 
derived from it, ^nd the advantages 
v\i)rch it confers, would requir* the 
karning of the greatest author ioi 
Europe. As the glorious , luminary 
of heaven is the source of light, and 
the cause of beat to the neighbour- 
ing planet»t so this highly important 
art is tiyi viibkle of utsefui kAOw- 
lidge, an4 of grp^^tj^le wi^m »o 
every ra»k of societv^ l^iasoqte 



measure assimMates the peasant with 
the prince, and makes the mechanic 
equal with the philosopher. With 
a little industry the studious reader 
and curious inquirer can sit in the 
humble cot, or retire to the closet, 
and there enjoy all tbe sweets that 
are derived from the labours of 
past ages, or tbe onremitting re- 
searches of the present. In every 
country where this happy invention 
has been' propei^Iy cultivated, we 
fee tbe i;.ihabiiants acquiring every 
thing that can contribute to ibeir 
external convenieiu'" or mental 
pleasure, to their outward felicity or 
rational enjoyment. Its blessin<.>$ are 
almost as great as the vital air which 
we breathe. 

I shall endeavour to shew the ad-, 
vantages possessed by those ages 
^nd countries where printing b.a» 
becotne general ; the disadvantages 
under which former a^es laboured 
prior to its discovery ; and. the mis- 
eries resulting tp . those countries, 
where it has not yet found its wav..^ 
Of the many advantages which it 
imparts, 1 sh^H nieution three; 
the rapid progress of learnitig, thfi 
advancement in civilization, and 
the (lisseniination of truth. It is 
wel.( known that learning has made 
(treat progress since the invention oC 
printing. If we take a retrospect 
of former ages we shall see the 
gross ideas, and the corrupt manners 
«vhich prevailed iit Europe ; but 
from the very moment that printing 
began to appear, tbe seeds of science 
which were buried began to bod, to 
blossomv and to briiig forth the hap- 
py fruits on which the present gen- 
eration so copiously fe^st. 

Learning has power to regulate 
the comtuct, polish the manners^ re- 
fine tbe taste, embellish the coitver-t 
satioRi . nMtml tbe heart, enligbteir 
the aadsrstandingi and elevate tbe 
soul. Without' it what ia boman 
Datura, bm a aeif bl«a|i, 'Fheba*' 
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TOia iBUid wb«a UDimproTcd ia a 
(langefous wilderaesst which gtres 
growth to thii weeds of folly, tbc 
noxious plants of vice and of matice. 
But on the contrary when it is en- 
lightened by science and refined by 
learning, it becomes a delightful 
gardeft prodociog chnrmiftg ftsvr- 
ers. 

The mind when enlightened by 
science is. also moie capable of form* 
log rational ideas of the Supceate 
Being, aod of traciag tb« boond- 
•ess variety of his illustrious works. 

Through the instrumentality of 
the press, civilization harbeen wide- 
ly diffused over a great part of Eu- 
rope, America, and Asia. It is uni- 
versally allowed that printing was 
earlier known in China than any of 
the European states. Let us con- 
sider that happy people; their a- 
greeable manners, peaceable dispo- 
sitions, and tb«ip unceasing industry. 
They possess alK the conveniences 
of life, and Mi the blessings arising 
from uniform politeness ; but as the 
Europeans have made a greater pro- 
gress in the art of printing, so ihey 
have arrived to a greater degree of 
civilisation, and stand on a higher 
piimaele «f glory. The inventive 
(iaul, tte improving Briton, and the 
Tehned Italian, have surpassed all 
the nations i» the world in the ele- 
gance of their taste, and the super- 
iority uf their acquirements.' It is 
known to every historian that ante- 
cedent to the fourteenth century, 
science was enveloped in an uncer- 
tainty, philosophy was bewildered 
in gross darkness, and divinity 
Mras Wrapped up in unintelligible 
mystery. The schools- taoghi no- 
thing but anmeaning jargon, incom- 
preheniibiB hypothesis, and nndefin- 
able tnetapfcjpstcs. Thrice happy 
change ! The- revet* is now ob* 
vioHs to tbe most ordihary nnder- 
'tanding: philosophy is dearlv de- 
veloped to tbe ia^ritarg^ stndeut. 



and rel^ion i* vttttftii in her 
natire oniamenti. To her votaries 
she n«w appears the most lovely and 
attractive object in the orliverse ; 
error and superstition have received 
a death blow> and we may l'eason> 
ably hope that they wiH soon tie dis- 
pelled by t4»B bright beams of truth, 
as the unwholesome dampit and 
deadly vapours of night fly before 
the all*cfaeering rays of the gtorioos 
luminary. 

In this iolelHgent age many sys- 
tems are annihilated, and many doe> 
trines are exploded which were long 
embraced as truth, and many ideas 
have aimk into that oblivion tivhicii 
their inconsistency merioed. I pm^ 
pose to take a view of the former 
aget when printing- wasnnltooirn, 
and of tiMse barbaroas couttiricv 
where it is not- yet in use. Miser"" 
able indeed were those ajj^fes rvften 
ignorance and' error, vice aiid /oHy, 
engrossed' mankind ; the pasRioos 
then raged with the firty of a tigei- ; 
lust preyed with the avidity of a 
vulture ; tyranny strutted with the 
fiercei»es» of an- hnngry lien, and 
superstition wis' armed with ail the 
terrors of an ioferoal spectre. Tlie 
Best of Beings was misrepresented, 
his blessings perverted, and hiS most 
obvious works were misunderstood 
or imperfectly known. Thus though 
a mental night almost universally 
prevailed, yer some glimme^ngk 
of learning and of genius begtn to 
make their appearance;- a fb<V faii- 
flowers budded^ a few dianWnds 
blazed, and a few stars sparkled 
with vivid lustre ; unfortnnately tbe^ 
were too soon obscured by barbar- 
ism. Prior to Christianity, learning 
was confined to a few phflosopbitai 
schools, and after it to mfonlratii: 
semitiaties-; and'thdugb tiiree' learn- 
ed ages are raehtioned' before print- 
ing was discovered, yet they a*B at 
far e<;Iip«ed bv the fourth, aiia can- 
dle istiytb^ineridian sacr. Fit'4H*at 
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a languid stale must vir^oe and re> 
ligion then have beeu, when » cer- 
tain book that w now sold for three 
ahilliogs cost seventy pounds 

I shall now menlion those unci* iU 
ized countries which are unacquaint- 
ed with letters. As far as I have 
rereived information nothing pre> 
vails tb^e bat savage barbarity and 
crnelty ; horrid crimes are rendered 
80 familiar by custooi, that even the 
female «ex do not hesitate to com- 
mit thei^. How roisecable is such a 
state of existence ! Their situation 
is more deplorable than that of the 
beasts which they hunt through the 
forests or ov^r the 8iu>w-covered 
mountains for th^ir support. My 
bofom .beats with compassion^ ana 
my eye$ swell with tears when I (on- 
•ider the state of those nnhappy 
people, whether in their cununission 
«f thmie barbarous cruehies which 
liegradi their nature, or in their 
dosing away their precious moments 
in stupidity, O ye generous j|)iiioiis, 
and poiisbed GaoU, use your united 
eiiurts to convey I he blessings of the 
printing press, learning, civilization, 
and religion, to tbore countries that 
are now involved in the mazes of 
ignorance ; shew yourselves as god- 
like ia doing good to your species 
as you have shewn yourselves san- 
guine in shedding seas of blood these 
twenty yean past. The posterity 
of the swarthy Africans and of the 
shivering Oreenlanders will then re- 
vere yioiir memories in the same 
manner as you do those of the im- 
mortal Greel(s, and the illustrious 
BomanB. From the preceding re- 
marks 1 hope } have clearly shewn 
that Heaven-tanght science, and 
Heaveil.born truth are travelling 
over the habitable world, by the as* 
■istaDce of printing, with the god- 
Jik« iijtention of sowing the seeds 
«f cefettial virtue, so that by her 
Sweet tndeatments sbe may allure 
Die knmati race to the regions of 



immortality. I shall conclude these 
observations with a few lines from 
Mr. Pope, and a stanza of my own 
composition. 

** Much was believed but little understood. 
And to be dull was coDStnied to be good." 

Now naught's received but what is clearly 

known. 
For reason hat returned her former throne; 
And pure religion is with reason join'd. 
To change the heart, and dignify the mind. 
To lift the soul to that unknown abode, 
Toscats of seraphs and the tbrcoe of Qod, 

H.P. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine, 

FRENCH BEGGARS. 

(From a Parisian Journal) 



" Melius won quam raeBdicare.'* 



pROM the time of Gusman d' Al- 
farache the trade (or rather the 
profession of beggars, for these gen- 
tlemen also are not without their 
vanity.) has made a wonderful pro* 
gress io France. This sort of con- 
gregation has received an accession 
of several orders, who Jive under 
the game laws, though differing in 
their practice. The primitive bro> 
therhood assumed the livery of 
wretchedness as their costume ; but 
in the presenlday beggars appear in 
laced suits, uniforms, frocks, and 
even in their carriages ; and if ever 
an intelligent and attentive observer 
should think of writing their history, 
the work would differ widely in im- 
portance and extent from the Free 
Carousals (Pepues Franchesj of Vil- 
lon, and the Tricks and Inventions 
of Bagot, Captain of the Beggars. 

The Beggar Code, for >»hi^, a* 
every one knows, the world is in- 
debted to the learned Bon Mateo 
d'Alemao, Coutador de Resulta;, is 



